
  

For a synodal Church; communion I participation I Mission 
 

Synodality and the Synodal process are not about engaging others for the purpose 
of deciding matters through a parliamentary vote. Nor is the primary purpose of 
Synodality to introduce democratic methods into the Church, where the majority 
determines how the Church will act. Synodality is also not about promulgating 
strategic plans or managing pastoral parish ministries through objectives. 
Synodality is about the entire People of God journeying together to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and to become holy 
 

You are encouraged to join your fellow Catholics for a parish listening session on  

RSVP are not necessary but please contact Fred Ouellette at 254 855 6227 or e 

mail at dadolet3@gmail.com for more information. 

Decerning And Deciding 

The questions we will consider under this core question are: 

 How does your parish use the methods of listening and speaking 

(consultation) to make decisions? 



 How does your parish promote participation in decision-making within the 

hierarchical structures of the Church? 

 Do the decision-making methods of your parish help you to listen to all 

members of the community, including those who are on the peripheries of 

parish life? 

Celebration 

The questions we will consider under this core question are: 

 How does prayer and liturgical celebrations, especially Sunday Mass, inspire 

and guide your parish? 

 How does your prayer life and celebration of the Mass inspire and inform 

your personal decisions and decisions in the parish community? 

 How does the parish invite all baptized Catholics, including our ethnic 

communities, youth, families and persons with disabilities and their 

families, into the active life of the parish, especially Sunday Mass? 

 

Sample Parish Listening Session Overview 

(90 minutes each week) 

6:30 p.m.  -7:00 p.m. Hospitality (Snacks & drinks) 

7:00 p.m. – 7:05 p.m. Welcome 

7:05 p.m. - 7:10 p.m. Opening Prayer for the Parish Listening Session 

7:10 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. Participant Ground Rules 

7:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Small Group: Listening 

7:30 p.m. - 7:50 p.m. Small Group: Speaking Out 

7:55 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Break 

8:00 p.m. - 8:25 p.m. Small Group: Sharing Responsibility for Our Common 

Mission and Sharing Authority and Participation 

7:25 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Closing Prayer 


